
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 557 

After presenting in the introductory chapter a character-sketch of 
Bernhard Stade, his famous predecessor at Giessen, Gunkel gives 
first two articles on "Aims and Methods of the Interpretation of the 
Old Testament" and "Fundamental Problems of the History of 
Israelitish Literature." These prepare the way for the treatment of 
Samson; Ruth; the Psalms; the Eschatological Hope of the Psalmists; 
Egyptian Parallels to the Old Testament; Egyptian Songs of Thanks- 
giving; Jensen's "Gilgamesch-Epos"; and the Odes of Solomon. 

Specialists as well as others will be grateful for the collection in 
book form of these essays, which had appeared before in various, 
mostly popular, German magazines, not always easily accessible to 
us on this side of the Atlantic. For though the book is altogether 
popular, this does not mean that Gunkel has simply restated positions 
well known to scholars. There is always something new and fresh, 
and it is always presented in a graceful literary form. Old Testament 
scholars have all learned much from Gunkel's investigations in the 
history of religion in Israel and in the history of its literature. This 
suggestive and beautiful collection of addresses and essays is therefore 
sure of a cordial welcome. 

Julius A. Beweb. 
Union Theological Seminary. 



The Gospel accobding to St. Makk. A. Plummeb. Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press. 1914. 

The Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. J. 0. F. Mxjekay. Cam- 
bridge University Press. 1914. 

The Gospel according to St. Luke. W. F. Bubnside. Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press. 1913. 

The first two of these three volumes are parts of the Cambridge 
Greek Testament for Schools and Colleges, under the general editor- 
ship of R. St. John Parry. They are in some ways above the general 
standard of the series to which they belong; but it is impossible to ex- 
tend a cordial welcome to either of them, because it is hard to see 
for what purpose they can properly be employed. The Cambridge 
Greek Testament is intended for the use of "schools and colleges," 
and all teachers would be most grateful for a series of commenta- 
ries on the New Testament which could be put into the hands of 
boys and young men at schools and colleges, and used as text-books 
for class work. What is required is a book which will make intelli- 
gible to its readers what the real problems are. It is not necessary 
that the writer should expound at great length his own or other 
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people's opinions as to the solution of these problems. It is of course 
desirable to indicate the various solutions which are offered by spe- 
cialists, but the most important thing is to provide a clear state- 
ment of the problems. It is unfortunately characteristic of the 
recent numbers of the Cambridge Greek Testament that they, to a 
large extent, reverse this pi'oceeding. There is no clear statement 
of the problems, but there is a great deal of purely partisan, though 
sometimes quite scholarly, exposition of some particular solution 
of the problems, and unduly extended treatment of some special 
point in which the writer is personally interested. 

This is markedly the case in both the present volumes. In the 
commentary on the Gospel of Mark, Dr. Plummer deals at con- 
siderable length with many of the introductory questions. All 
that is known about Mark as a historic person is stated, and he 
gives a very good exposition of the evidence in Papias and else- 
where as to the writing of the Gospel. When he comes to deal 
with the question of the sources of the Gospel he discusses some of the 
more difficult points of the synoptic question, but never makes 
it plain what that question really is. He constantly speaks of Q 
in such a way that a school-boy will form the idea that the con- 
tents of Q are perfectly well known; but I do not think that any 
one will understand Dr. Plummer 's general position unless he al- 
ready knows so much about the question that he is not in the least 
likely to be using the Cambridge Greek Testament as a source of in- 
formation. The treatment is moderately interesting to the trained 
scholar; but to him it falls short of conveying new knowledge, and 
to any one else it is obscure because it discusses problems which are 
never clearly formulated. 

In the same way in the notes, though it is clear that the writer is 
constantly thinking of the eschatological question, it is never stated 
properly, and no sufficient help is given to the student who has 
heard of it but does not understand what it is. A similar com- 
plaint must also be made of the hterature which is recommended. 
It is all chosen so as to recommend certain types of opinion, not 
to forward a thorough knowledge of the difficulties. All this is 
typical of the reason why the Cambridge Greek Testament is so un- 
satisfactory a series. It is written by scholars in a scholarly man- 
ner; but they only attempt to explain the difficulties of their subject 
so as to recommend the opinions which they think to be right, and 
the imposing discussions which take the place that ought to be filled 
by simple exposition are not really good enough to have any special 
value for advanced students. 
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Similar criticism is true of Dr. Murray's commentary on Ephe- 
sians. It is surely an abuse of opportunity that in dealing with the 
text of the Epistle there is no adequately clear statement of the prin- 
ciples followed by various critics, but a long dissertation somewhat 
in the style of Westcott and Hort on the question whether ^ and B 
had a common original. It is the sort of essay which one would 
regard as meritorious, but rather wooden, in a student's disserta- 
tion for a degree; but it is absolutely out of place in an elementary 
commentary. It is also regrettable that the writer should have 
thought fit to inflict on us a long and somewhat acridly written 
refutation of Dr. Moffatt's treatment of the authenticity of the 
Epistle, instead of attempting to give a judicial account of the 
arguments which have led scholars to have doubts on the subject. 
It suggests that commentaries which ought to be valuable for the 
use of schools and colleges are being made the dumping-ground for 
semi-learned expositions of personal opinion, which under the ap- 
pearance of fairness and moderation are really skilful statements 
of partisan positions, given an appearance of certainty either by 
sUence as to the strength of other views, or by the selection from 
these of their weakest points as though they represented their whole 
case. 

The third volume is an excellent book of a certain limited kind; 

it makes no pretence to being a work of original research, but claims 

merely to give a plain statement of facts and necessary explanations. 

Some of course will think that the standpoint is too conservative; 

but it is sensible and clear, and may well be recommended to schools 

in need of an orthodox but not controversial or reactionary book. 

The statement of the synoptic problem is the best elementary 

exposition which I have seen in a book of this kind. 

KiKsopp Lake. 
Harvabd Unitehsitt. 

The Eschatologt of Jesus. H. Latimeb Jackson, D.D. Macmiilan & 
Co. 1913. Pp.378. $1.50. 

There is always a certain satisfaction in travelling with a well- 
informed guide, even though he be somewhat tedious with his in- 
formation. Dr. Jackson wants to impress upon our minds that a 
familiar landscape is full of an interesting and significant species 
of growth, called Eschatology, which the casual traveller of the 
past either overlooked or ignored. To this end we are led through 
the Gospels, the Old Testament, and the Apocalyptic literature, 
in the first four chapters; then in successive chapters through a 



